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“We Use Our Smart Board 
as a Bulletin Board on 
Wheels…”

PITTSBURG, PA - SMART Boards across 
the country are being used in very 
unconventional ways a recent study by the 
Technology Education Association found. 
In fact 4 out of 5 teachers deviate from the 
intended use of the device. A SMART Board 
is a large whiteboard 
that uses touch 
technology for 
detecting user input 
that are equivalent 
to normal PC input 
devices, such as mice or keyboards. In a 
recent interview with teachers in Pittsburgh, 
PA most admitted that they used their 
SMART Boards to tape up posters and 
homework assignments. 

From Ms. Trelum: “That big SMART Board 
is just a fancy bulletin board on wheels 
– we couldn’t afford the software to run 
any programs and one of my students took 
one of the USB cable wires last year. So it 
basically takes up space in the back corner of 
my classroom, but it makes a good shelf and 
surface for my kid’s art.”

SMART Boards are developed by SMART 
Technologies, a privately held company. Intel 
Corporation has been a minority investor in 
the company since 1992. 

Students Learn How to Talk 
to Old People!

SARASOTA, FLORIDA - In a recent program 
at a school in Sarasota, Florida teams of High 
School students worked paired senior citizens 

at a recently constructed Active Adult Living 
Center. Student interviewed members of the 
Center and found that most were unhappy 
with the facilities, felt lonely and didn’t know 
how to address the situation. 

The students decided to hold a design 
competition asking each resident to create 
their dream community. Pipe cleaners, 
cardboard and construction paper filled 
the Center. Designs ranged from elaborate 

English Breakfast Gardens to 
helipads. The competition 
motivated the seniors to 
ban together and advocate 
for what they really wanted 
at their Living Center – not 
prepaid dinners or laundry 

services but opportunities for community 
connections with the surrounding 
neighborhood.

What do people at 
Universities think?

RENO, NEVADA - Dr. Susan Bender at the 
University of Nevada says, “People retain 
more of what they learn by being actively 
involved in the learning process. While 
we may predominately favor one style of 
learning over another, we undoubtedly learn 
by the coordinated use of all senses 
– seeing, hearing, and doing. 

“Not all students learn the same way, 
and educators can achieve greater 
success if they understand this and 
accommodate different learning styles. Some 
students learn best by verbal instruction, 
others prefer to watch a demonstration, and 
others prefer to jump right in and figure 
it out. The style in which we learn and 
remember the most is often the same style 
we are most comfortable teaching. The more 

styles you utilize in your teaching, 
the more of your audience you 
will reach. It is important to 
remember that we all learn using 
a combination of styles. Each of 
us has learning preferences, and 
we may be more comfortable 
with some styles than others due 
to the nature of our own unique 
backgrounds.”

Review: The Disney 
Experiential Learning Course

LAKE BUENA VISTA, FL - While in Orlando 
this past summer, the Institute had a chance 
to take part in a fabulous program run 
by Disney’s College Program. We learned 
how theme parks work and what people 
do behind the scenes. Below is a complete 
course description, we encourage all who are 
interested to register!

The Disney Experiential Learning Course 
combines academic classroom education 
with on-site learning opportunities across 
Walt Disney Parks & Resorts. Classroom 
instruction centers on theories of adult 
education, experiential learning, the role of 
learning in corporations, and the importance 
of intellectual capital. Participants then 
explore the “learning laboratory” we call the 
Disneyland® Resort and the Walt Disney 
World® Resort. There they will be exposed 
to a number of situations and experiences. 
In each case, the participants will hear, see, 
and experience learning opportunities that 
augment classroom learnings.

Using Walt Disney Parks & Resorts as the 
model, participants will have an opportunity 
to consider how corporations use experiential 

learning to train and educate 
their suppliers, customers, 
and staff (or, as we say 
within The Walt Disney 
Company, our operating 
partners, our Guests, 

and our Cast Members). Throughout the 
series of classes, each participant will select 
activities based on his or her personal areas 
of interest. By the end of the course, there 
will have been exposure to various lines of 
business, examples of corporate and personal 
citizenship, and much more.

OVERVIEW | During the Spring and Summer of 2009 – the Institute 
for Applied Aesthetics conducted research on the use and value of 
experiential learning in K-12 settings in the United States. During our comprehensive 
analysis, which brought us across the country, we asked questions like: Is it really ok 
for teachers to take kids outside and learn with their community? Does this form of 
learning really work? Will students be shot by local gangs? Isn’t it more important to 
worry about reading and math scores? Our findings showed a variety of trends toward 
experiential learning across the country. Explore some of the highlights in this brief 
and share your thoughts at www.applied-aesthetics.org

56% of students 
believe there is 
an “outside”

Students prefer teachers 
talking to them vs. teachers 
emailing them 4 to 1
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Students learn how to grow 
Squash and Make a Friend!

ATLANTA, GA - In Atlanta we met the 
students in Ms. Ackerman’s 4th grade 
class. As a class project they worked with a 
local community garden in the area. They 
decided to grow squash, beets and carrots. 
The caretaker of the garden – Ms. Ethel 
Trudy who has lived in the neighborhood 
her entire life saw the kids in the garden 
one day and decided to help. Ms. Trudy 
became the “garden mom” teaching students 
about growing food and caring for soil. Now 
each semester Ms. Trudy works in the garden 
with a group of students and the class gets to 
eat the veggies they grow.

Cell Phones and Social 
Networking as Curriculum

NEW YORK CITY - Many schools are now 
embracing cell phone technology and social 
networking as an essential part of their 
curriculum. We were just as curious as you 
are about this so we decide 
to talk to some students 
about their experience.

IAA: We heard you were 
using your cell phones in 
class to learn. What have you been learning 
about?
Roshana: Ya we get to text eachother in 
school, it’s like so cool. I mean my friend 
Trisha and I can send like 25 texts in like 10 
seconds. Pshaw and that b*tch Jessica thinks 
she’s all that because she’s got an iPhone, but 
I can totally text faster 
than her. Plus I’m 
sexting her boyfriend 
because she doesn’t 
appreciate him.
IAA: Hmmm, so have 
you been able to learn 
easier by using the 
phone?
Roshana: Ya we’ll I get 
to download games 
and I have a translator 
on my phone now so I can just text in a word 
and it translates it form. Plus I just download 
like this amazing wikipedia app so I don’t 
have to even take my books home anymore.

The U.S. Marine Corps. 
Virtual Education Project

FAIRBANKS, VA - In a recent series of pilot 
projects – the U.S. Army has been testing 
out ways for children to learn basic security 
protocols and offensive maneuvers to protect 
their communities from terrorists. Working 
with a core group of twenty five 5th graders, 

Army educators tested out new technologies 
that will prepare tweens for inevitable 
homeland security issues. Students learned 
how to scan for any suspicious packages, how 
to operate pepper spray and profile for any 

irregular ethnicity, gender or 
skin color.

“The program was great – I 
really learned how to identify 
potential terrorists, to use 
night vision goggles and 
important math skills like 

how long it would take for a taser gun to take 
down an average male adult at 170 pounds.”

Each student is now certified in local 
emergency response and has been placed 
in a special VIP database on the Homeland 
Security registry for easy recruitment when 
each student turns 18.

We don’t know how to do 
anything

In a recent study the Institute profiled 30 

students in different 
geographical regions 
during their first 2 
years of high school 
education. We wanted 
to know if students 
were learning any 

practical 
skills like:

1. How to 
cook and 
grow food
2. How to build a house or structure
3. Understand where their drinking 
water comes from and how is 
electricity produced?
4. Know what kinds of plants and 

animals live by your home?

Our results were astounding – nearly 95% 
of our sample groups reported little or no 
knowledge on core issues associated with 
self-sufficiency. The Institute recommends an 
intervention on the national level from the 
Boy and Girl Scouts of America. Please help 
us teach our kids how to make fires!

Underground Mushroom 
Garden Project!

AUSTIN - TX | Students at a school in Texas 
with help from their science and art teachers 

have 
created 

an underground mushroom garden for 
their cafeteria. Mushrooms can eat oil spills, 
provide insulation for housing and have been 
known to cure many ailments. They also 
have amazing nutritional value including 
phosphorus, magnesium, potassium and 
selenium mineral not found in most 
processed foods. The garden will hopefully be 
operational by next spring.

Students build a laboratory 
pod in the woods!

While in Denver, Colorado we 
got to visit a unique school in 
the Rockies. Students at the 
school decided to build a field 
laboratory by their school 
shaped like a melon pod. 
The pod can hold up to three 
students and is suspended 
approximately 6 feet above 
the ground and held up by a 
tree branch. The pod serves 
as a field station for collecting 
specimens like seeds, insects 
and curious animal scat. 
Students can ring a bell to be 
hoisted into the pod and are 

allowed 20 minutes to deposit their findings 
or talk with other field technicians about 
their investigations.

Institute for
Applied Aesthetics

80%

80% of teachers wish they 
could take their students 
star gazing

92% of Middle School 
respondents don’t know 
what county they live in



79% of teachers want 
to take their students 
outside but aren’t able to 
because of excessive testing 
requirements…

Some major barriers to taking students 
outside typically include:

Time – Teachers 
have so many 
learning standards 
requirements and 
testing metrics to 
meet that there 
is little time for a 
long-term outdoor 
learning endeavor.
Safety and 
Logistical Concerns 
– Many schools 
and teachers feel its 
unsafe to conduct a 
lesson outside
Professional 
Development – Very 
little professional 
development has been offered to teachers 
who need training on project-based and 
experiential learning strategies.
Creativity – Many teachers have been 
abused by the system so many times they 
lack enthusiasm or energy to come up with 
creative ideas for taking students outside or 
starting a project.

Ideas for Going Places and 
Doing Things

Detective Agency
Start a detective agency with your students. 
Ask them to investigate important issues like 
who paints the lines on the county road and 
where is the closet drive-in movie theater.-

Journalistic Investigation
Make each of your students Press Association 
ID badges and give them assignments to 
investigate in their community. Encourage 
them to get the “hard 
facts” on pressing 
issues like how many 
people have vegetable 
gardens in town 
and what’s the most 
common vegetable 
being grown. Create a 
class newspaper and host a press conference 
in the auditorium. 

Class Parade
Hold a class parade down Main Street. Make 
sure that each student creates a costume. 
Each student could by a “cloud” for instance 

using a long pole, and some white cotton. 
The cloud parade could march down Main 
Street with messages for the sky. 

Unconventional Conveyance
As a class, build an unconventional 
conveyance or mobile structure. A house 
with wheels, a boat with wings or a train that 
is also a garden. Host a design competition 
in at your local public library, not the school 
library.

Remembering the 
Learning Exchange in 
Slovenia

A learning exchange is a special 
information centre on 
learning opportunities. 
It is an “educational 
brokering agency 
whose task is to match 
those who wish to 
teach something to 
those who wish to 
learn the same topic” 
(Jarvis 1990: 197). It 
establishes contacts 

between people who are looking for 
specific knowledge (or skills) and those 
who possess this knowledge and are willing 
to communicate it to them. This means 
connecting knowledge/skills seekers and 
knowledge/skills offers and establishing a 
mutual process
in a learning exchange.

The “Learning Exchange project” started in 
1992, following the model and experience 
of the “Learning Exchange” first organized 
in Chicago (USA). With learning exchange 
some of the ideas of Ivan Illich de-schooling 
came to life (Illich, 1972). He suggested we 
should develop a system, where we could 
more effectively use the knowledge people 
(individuals) have through a network of 
centers, where people could help each other 
with learning. After an initial pilot phase of 
“learning exchange” activity implementation
in Slovenia at the Slovene Adult Education 
Centre, the model was transferred to 

another location, a public 
library in Ljubljana. 
Within the last five years 
three more “learning 
exchange” centers have 
been developed, each 
one in a different kind 
of institution: a private 

institution for adult education, a regional 
centre and a folk high school. The four 
of them have been inter-linked through a 
special computerized information system. 

Students start a branch of 
I.D.E.A! The Institute for 
Developing Electrifying 
Advancements

GREENSBORO - NC | Students at Weaver 
High School in Greensboro, North 
Carolina have formed a chapter of IDEA 
– The Institute for Developing Electrifying 
Advancements. One of the first projects on 
the agenda is coming up with an alternative 
to running laps in the gymnasium. Many 
ideas were floating around – water skiing, 
wild horseback riding and concept iron chef 
competitions. Students agree to present a list 
of ideas and an agenda to school officials that 
expressed their frustrations with being kept 
inside on a sunny day and running laps in 
bad fluorescent lighting. A spokesperson told 
me: I.D.E.A. is more than just brainstorming, 
I.D.E.A. is where magical things come true 
in school. We hope to lobby for things like 
square dancing in the cafeteria, a public radio 
station in the auditorium and art classes in 
the science lab.
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Locally harvested honey 
that is fed to students 
increases test scores by 
up to 39%

% of Students who know 
how to cook food

84% 13%

1958 2009

56%

1983

73% of teachers think 
a chicken coop on the 
roof of their school is a 
good idea
(Pictured above - The Eglu!)



Livestrong band and iPod 
Apps are the Curriculum of 
the Future

CINCINNATI, OHIO - Memory and 
organization are the biggest problems 
for students, so teachers at a school in 
Cincinnati, Ohio have created a system 
that replaces binders, an accordion folder, 
and pencil pouch to give each student 
the structure they need to keep track of 
assignments and projects. Researchers found 
that the teacher’s job isn’t done when the 
final bell rings. Students often forget about 
homework the moment they leave class, 
so teachers must call home each night to 
inform parents of the assigned projects. 
This added responsibility can distract 
from actual instruction, so we developed a 
concept to make the system more efficient 
and help students be more independent: 
MemoryMate.

MemoryMate is an 
intelligent organization 
system for students that 
replaces the traditional 
accordion folder and adds 
an intelligent system of 
reminders. It relieves 
students from having to 
remember or write down 
anything.

The MemoryMate series 
provides students an 
interactive bracelet, watch, and phone 
application to give them options for 
remembering. Young students wear the 
rubber bracelet much like they would a 
Livestrong band. As they 
mature, the watch and 
phone app provide them 
the reminders they need 
– like waking up and 
opening up books to 
read, while also helping 
them feel like they’ve 
moved into young 
adulthood.

Now students don’t have to remember 
or do anything, says a representative, the 
technology does it for them.

Students start Rock Band 
and Tour Old Folks Homes!

Students at a local Portland High School 
recently took their school’s Jazz Ensemble on 
the road to tour senior and active adult living 
centers around the region. Renaming the 
Ensemble – Clap Your Jazz Hands and Raise 
them Up to the Sky – the band has played for 
4 centers already.

Steven Smith, lead saxophonist talked with 
me in a brief interview. 

IAA: How did Clap Your Jazz Hands Clap 
Your Jazz Hands get started?
Smith: Clap Your Jazz Hands is for the people, 
old people that is. We got interested in old 
people when we realized their was an old 
folks home right next to our school. One day 
an old woman 
walked into 
band practice, 
disoriented and 
started dancing. 
She just followed 
the music and 
busted a move right in the music room. Right 
then and there we knew what we had to do 
– hit the road and spread the love. 
IAA: Wow…so how’s the tour going?
Smith: Our tour this spring has been a 
whirlwind. We are planning on hitting up 15 
senior centers this semester along. We now 

have Clap Your Jazz 
Hand groupies that 
bring us prunes, bake 
us cookies and make 
sure we always have 
a sweater. It doesn’t 
get much better than 
this…

Conclusions

From our research 
The Institute found 

that students lack sufficient opportunities 
for learning informally in community and 
outdoor settings. We have identified the 
following barriers:

Technology – Students 
are more proficient in 
talking to computers 
that to real people. 
Technology in the 
classroom exacerbates 
this issue.

Relevancy – Most school officials and 
administrators fail to create experiential 
learning opportunities that are relevant to 
the learner’s situated community. 
Creativity – There is a lack of creativity in 
engaging local community settings and 
student learning needs.
Safety and Logistics – Too much emphasis 
has been placed on concerns for safety 
and logistical details, making experiential 
learning oftentimes infeasible.

Recommendations
Talk to people – Students should 
be encouraged to make meaningful 
relationships and connections with people of 
diverse backgrounds and age-ranges in their 

community.

Apprenticeship: Do things with people 
– Curriculum and standards should 
incorporate project-based learning within 
situated community contexts. Start 
apprenticeship projects with your local 
florist, with the post office and the baker 
down the street. Help students mentor with 
real-world people, in real-world settings.

Learn practical skills – Students 
should learn how to grow their 
own food, how to make energy 
and how to build a house. Partner 
with local labor unions, hardware 
stores and other community based 
organizations to teach students 

practical skills.
Don’t be afraid to dream – Students need 
to know that the world is magical and that 
they have a place in this world. Facilitate 
meaningful and magical engagements with 
your student’s world.

About the Institute

The Institute for Applied Aesthetics is a 
school for collaborative projects and research 
in Brooklyn, New York. Our focus is on re-
imagining education and the idea of “school” 
to encompass experience and creative 
practice.

We make research publications and projects 
about learning. We have a physical space 
in Bushwick that serves as a community 
laboratory and research station for the 
everyday. We provide a community for artists, 
educators and people to share ideas and 
experiment with different ways to explore 
learning as a tool for engagement through 
art, design and interdisciplinary practice.

We like to set out on nomadic adventures 
- researching our terrains, talking with people 
and looking for new ways to learn from 
each other, from our surroundings and the 
intentions for sincere community. We love 
drinking tea. We love research and learning. 
We love exploring the every day, especially 
with some company. We invite you to come 
research with us, drink tea and be a part of 
our community.

We believe learning is an integral part of 
artistic practice and everyday social process. 
We believe a better understanding of how we 
learn in relationship to cultural production 
holds the key to authentic community. We 
believe research and learning are a valid art 
practice. We believe the world is magical and 
that everyone deserves to be fully a part of 
this world in a meaningful way.

www.applied-aesthetics.org

Disclaimer: This report is an art project. None of the 

information in here is accurate or official.

10% of students know 
how to tell a fairy tale or 
fable compared to 89% in 
1972

Talking to old people 
reduces student 
stress by 73%!


