
NAEA Lesson/Unit Plan Template 
 
Name:  Teacher’s name  
 
 
Lesson/Unit Title:  Title of the lesson 
  
  
Lesson/Unit Overview: This descriptor provides a brief snapshot of the lesson.  Please 
limit this to three sentences or 100 characters. 
  
   
Grade Level:  Select which grade level this lesson is most appropriate for.  Select from 
the following choices:  Primary Elementary (PK-2), Intermediate Elementary (3 – 5), 
Middle (6 – 8), or High (9 – 12) 
  
 
Media Type:  Select which media type this lesson best represents. 
  
  
Duration:  Approximately how long the lesson should take to complete.  1,2,3,4,5 
Sessions lasting 15,20,30,40,50,60,70,80,90,100,120 minutes per session. 
  
 
Entry Point For Generating Lesson/Unit Ideas:  The entry point is the various ways a 
teacher can approach developing ideas for generating a lesson. 

Artwork/Artists: (images, objects, performances, places that serve as a catalyst 
for the lesson) Mandatory: Include links (URL) to any images that are referred to 
in the lesson. Be specific when listing artists (first and last name) and include 
titles and dates for specific artworks cited. 

  
  
Media: Watercolor, charcoal, intaglio, etc. 
  
  
Subject Matter: Landscape, portrait, figure, non-objective, abstract, etc. 
  
  
Concepts: Art concepts, process concepts, historical concepts, etc.  
  

Examples of Art Concepts: 
o Unity can be achieved by the way line, shape, color, texture, and form are 

arranged in a composition. 
o Line can be described using contour lines. 
o Variety can be achieved by change in tone and value. 

  



Examples of Process Concepts: 
o Clay can be rolled into slabs and joined together to build a three-dimensional 

object. 
o Focal length can determine the depth of field in a photograph. 
o Pastel can be applied to wet paper to build up a smooth surface. 

 
 Examples of Historical Concepts: 

o Artists use observational drawing to record and better understand how 
objects really look. 

o Modern artists experimented with new ways of seeing and with fresh ideas 
about the nature of materials and functions of art. 

o Artwork in Medieval times was used as a teaching tool.   
  

 
Enduring Ideas: Enduring ideas are statements summarizing important ideas that are 
central to the art lesson and have lasting value beyond the classroom. They synthesize 
what students should understand—not just know or do—as a result of the learning that 
took place in this lesson. 
  
Examples of Enduring Ideas: 
o Place continuously influences our lives. 
o People use symbols to express feelings and ideas. 
o Everyone shares the universal experience of birth, growth, and death.   
  

 
Theme: In the visual arts, a theme is a broad idea or a message conveyed by work done 
in a visual experience, such as a performance, a painting, or a motion picture. This 
message is usually about life, society or human nature. 

 
Examples of Themes in Art: 
o Artists as Storytellers 
o Art and Celebration 
o Art and Identity 
  
 
Rationale: Why is teaching this lesson important?  How is this lesson developmentally 
appropriate?  Please limit this to three sentences or 100 characters. 
  
 
Objectives: Learning Objective measure what your students should know and be able to 
do at the end of a lesson. These may be behavioral objectives (what the student can do at 
lesson completion) or knowledge objectives (what the student knows at lesson 
completion). 
Objective(s) for Planning:  Behavioral or knowledge objectives that measure idea 
generation, refinement of plans, choice making, etc. in relation to planning a product. 
 



Example of Objectives for Planning: 
o Students will participate in discussion from projected slides and photos showing 

numerous architectural styles.  
o Students will demonstrate knowledge of details of architecture within their community 

and in history. 
  

 
Objective(s) for the Product(s):  Behavioral or knowledge objectives that measure the 
application of skills, media, and art concepts. 
 
Examples of Objectives for the Product(s): 
o Students will choose details from four or more architectural styles to create a new 

façade of a building that when repeated will create a continuous pattern.  
o Students will review color theory and choose one style that will create emphasis on 

the part of their pattern that they wish to emphasize. 
  

 
Objective(s) for Student Reflection: Knowledge objectives that measure student 
understanding: personal message/meaning, understanding of the relationship with the 
artist or theme, the process and media used, the technical skills that were gained. 
 
Examples of Objective(s) for Student Reflection: 
o Students will share results of an “architectural detail hunt” based on the architecture 

identified at school and in the community. 
o Students will write a summary and present their final Architectural Pattern project to 

classmates, stating which styles they used, what color scheme they chose, and how 
emphasis was created. 

  
  
Assessment: Authentic assessment usually includes a task for students to perform and a 
rubric by which their performance on the task will be evaluated.  Assessments can be 
formative (in progress) and summative (final product).  Assessment may also take the 
form of Pre-Assessments which assess prior knowledge in order to effectively plan for the 
entire group.   Assessments should be directly aligned with the established learning 
objectives for the lesson.   
Assessing student planning:  Formative assessments that measure idea generation, 
refinement of plans, and choice making in relation to making a product.  These can take 
the form of checklists, sketchbooks, or planning sheets. 

 
Examples of Assessing Student Planning: 
o Identify four different architectural details found in local buildings and record them 

on a worksheet. 
o Select and arrange at least four details from the worksheet as well as two other 

sources onto a six-inch square.  
  
 



Assessing student products:  Summative assessments that measure the application of 
skills, media, and art concepts in a product generated as a result of the lesson. 

 
Examples of Assessing Student Products: 
The final architectural design demonstrates: 
o 4 architectural styles  
o pattern that is symmetrical and continuous  
o emphasis through the use of a specific color scheme  
o quality craftsmanship.   
  

 
Assessing student reflections:  Summative assessments that measure student 
understanding of personal message/meaning, understanding of the relationship with the 
artist or theme, the process and media used, the technical skills that were gained.  These 
can take the form of checklists, brief constructed responses, peer assessments, etc. 

 
Examples of Assessing Student Reflections: 
o Explain why you chose this particular color scheme and how you used it to create 

emphasis for your pattern. 
o Discuss the architectural details you chose in your pattern and why you felt they 

would make a good pattern. 
  
 
Content and Achievement Standards:  Select the standards based on 
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/standards.aspx  
Select no more than five standards. 
  
 
Materials: Materials needed to teach this lesson. 
  
 
Procedure: Describe the sequence used in teaching this lesson.  Mandatory: Please use 
the following format:  Lesson 1 (from the lesson duration section above): Introduction, 
Demonstration, Studio Time, Process Assessment, Conclusion.  Lesson 2, Lesson 3, etc.  
for each step of the entire lesson. 
  
 
Resources: Include URL links to any sites (museum, etc.)  which can be used in teaching 
this lesson.   
  
 
Cross Curriculum Integration:  Select which curriculum area this lesson best relates 
to.  This is a drop down menu with the following choices:  Art History, Geography, 
Health/P.E., Language Arts, Math, Multicultural, Performing Arts, Social Studies, 
Science, Technology, Other, N/A 
  



 
Differentiated Instruction:  How will you differentiate for gifted, special needs, and 
ESOL students?  
  
 
Searchable Keywords: Enter additional keywords that might help others find this 
lesson, separated by commas. 
  


